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SERMON. 


n,  CORINTHIANS,  V:  VHI. 

"We  aee  confident,  i  say,  and  willing  kathee  to  be 
absent  fkom  the  body,  and  to  be  pbesent  with  the 
Loud." 

Death  has  been  pronounced,  by  common  consent, 
the  king  of  terrors.     And  when  viewed  in  connection 
with  the  circumstances  in   which  it  ordinarily  takes 
place,  we  cannot  be  surprised,  that  it  is  appalling  to 
human  nature.      The  disease  which  wastes  the  body, 
the  pain  which  often  racks  it,  the  final  removal  from 
scenes  of  earth,  and  separation  from  those  associated  in 
nature's  strongest  ties,  invest  the  approach  to  the  dark 
valley  with  gloom  and  dread.     To  this  must  be  added 
an   apprehension,  which  arises  from  that  vague  mys- 
tery, which  necessarily  surrounds  such  and  so  great  a 
change,  as  the  dissolution  of  the  body  and  the  passage 
of  the  immortal  part  from  time  to  eternity.     Nor  can 
the  enlightened  reader  of  the  scriptures  think,  without 
deep  solemnity  and  awe,  of  the  close  of  his  season  of 
probation,  his  appearance  before  the  bar  of  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth,  and  the  unalterable  stamp  fixed  upon 
his  character  and  destiny  for  eternity. 
And  yet  the  apostle  Paul,  in  his  own  behalf  and  that 


of  the  fellow-christians  whom  he  addressed,  could  not 
merely  say,  "  we  are  resigned  to  death  :"  stronger  lan- 
guage was  needed  adequately  to  express  their  feelings : 
"  We  are  confident  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from 
the  body."  Departure  from  this  life  was  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  choice  and  desire  with  them. 

It  was  not  because  religion  had  blunted  their  attach- 
ment to  friends  and  relatives,  and  destroyed  their  relish 
for  the  proper  enjoyments  of  life.     The  reverse  is  true. 

It  is  the  nature  and  effect  of  this  heaven -born  prin- 
ciple, to  purify  and  strengthen  our  social  affections, 
and  bind  us  more  closely  to  our  fellow-men.  It  gives 
higher  enjoyment  to  those  earthly  gratifications  which 
religion  sanctions,  by  connecting  them  with  the  favor 
of  God,  and  the  peace  of  mind  which  results  from  His 
approbation.  Nor  can  we,  in  any  measure,  account  for 
their  readiness  to  depart,  by  a  stoical  indifference  to 
the  pains  and  terrors  attending  dissolution.  The  pre- 
vious portion  of  the  chapter  reveals  to  us  the  se- 
cret that  stripped  the  grave  of  its  gloom,  and  presented 
it  as  an  alternative  to  be  desired,  even  more  than  life. 
It  was  the  heavenly  inheritance,  which  faith  opened 
upon  their  vision  beyond  the  confines  of  earth.  What- 
soever is  desirable  below  faded  away,  as  they  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  glories  that  await  the  sainted  spirit  when 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  this  earthly  warfare  are  ended. 
"  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an 
house  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

Such  language  does  not  belong  exclusively  to  the 
apostle  and  the  primitive  christians.  It  is  the  privi- 
lege of  every  disciple  of  Christ  to  adopt  it.  I  do  not 
say  that  every  one  does.     Of  vast  numbers  it  is  pain- 


fully  true,  that  the  want  of  faith  dims  their  vision,  and 
shuts  them  out  from  the  bright  anticipations  of  their 
final  rest.  But  I  speak  now  of  what  is  fact.  I  re- 
fer to  those  blessed  realities,  which,  the  word  of  God 
assures  us  shall  be  the  final  portion  of  all  those,  that  love 
Him.  With  these  in  view,  and  apprehended  by  faith, 
the  christian  can  say,  "  I  am  willing  rather  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  body." 

I  will  now  detain  you  a  few  moments,  by  some  con- 
siderations which  show,  why  death  is  desirable  to  those 
who,  by  casting  themselves  upon  the  Savior,  have  made 
their  peace  with  God. 

I.  It  is  a  conquered  enemy.  Death  was  a  part  of 
the  curse  which  descended  upon  our  first  parents,  when 
they  listened  to  the  seductions  of  the  tempter,  and 
reached  forth  their  rebellious  hand  to  the  forbidden 
fruit.  Then  was  sounded  in  their  ears, "  dust  thou  art, 
and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return."  This  has  extended 
to  all  their  posterity,  who  are  born  in  their  fallen  im- 
age. God  has  uttered  this  testimony  to  the  universal 
sinfulness  of  man.  Wherever  human  habitations  are 
found,  there  death  has  entered  and  spread  its  ravages, 
because  man  is  a  sinner. 

But  the  wondrous  mercy  of  God  through  the  Re- 
deemer has  changed  the  curse  into  a  blessing.  Christ 
has  passed  through  the  grave,  and  by  becoming  "  the 
first  fruits  of  them  that  slept,"  has  obtained  the  victory 
over  it.  He  has  thus  given  assurance  that  all  those  who 
sleep  in  Him,  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  delivered  from 
its  power.  To  them  it  is  made  the  entrance  to  the 
abodes  of  endless  joy.  It  is  the  narrow  stream  which 
divides  them  from  fields  of  more  than  earthly  beauty 
and  fruitfulness.     And  though  the  material  frame,  for  a 
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while,  yields  to  its  power  and  crumbles  to  its  parent 
earth,  it  is  but  for  a  while.  It  shall  obey  the  voice  of  the 
archangel  and  of  the  trump  of  God.  It  shall  rise  in 
primeval  beauty  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its  Ma- 
ker, being  purified  from  all  corruption,  and  endowed 
with  the  principle  of  immortality.  Death  has  thus  be- 
come to  the  christian,  a  friend,  a  messenger  of  mercy  to 
call  him  to  his  eternal  home. 

II.  Death  is  desirable  to  the  christian,  because  he 
will  thereby  receive  a  vast  increase  of  knowledge. 

Enlargement  of  thought  and  of  mental  power,  may 
not,  in  itself,  prove  a  blessing.  That  will  depend  en- 
tirely upon  the  state  of  the  heart,  and  the  purposes  to 
which  the  increase  of  this  intellectual  wealth  is  devot- 
ed. If  it  be  controlled  by  a  heart  alienated  from  God, 
and  be  perverted  to  promote  the  cause  of  wickedness, 
the  greater  the  degree  of  knowledge,  the  worse  for  its 
possessor  and  all  under  his  influence.  This  is  strik- 
ingly illustrated  in  those  master  spirits  of  infidelity, 
who  gave  birth  to  a  revolution  which  forms  one  of  the 
darkest  portions  of  history,  and  proclaimed  what  has 
ever  since  been  known  as  emphatically  "  the  reign  of 
terror."  Their  immense  intellectual  resources,  which 
were  employed  to  overthrow  the  foundation  of  the 
christian's  faith,  and  thereby  sweep  away  from  man  the 
only  source  of  consolation  and  happiness,  and  let  loose 
the  sinful  passions  without  restraint,  were  but  a  source 
of  misery  and  ruin  to  themselves,  and  of  terror  and  de- 
struction to  others.  Satan  who  possesses  the  knowl- 
edge of  an  arch-fiend,  and  all  the  experience  of  nearly 
six  thousand  years  on  this  theatre  of  his  wickedness,  is 
only  so  much  the  worse  for  his  vast  intellectual  resources. 
But  when  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  the  treasures  of 


thought  are  brought  under  the  control  of  religious  prin- 
ciple, their  increase  is  a  blessing  every  way.  Thus  it 
is,  in  the  case  now  supposed  of  the  sainted  dead. 

There  are  considerations  which  favor  the  idea  that 
their  knowledge  will  be  greatly  enlarged.  The  soul 
will  then  be  freed  from  this  tenement  of  clay,  which, 
with  all  its  feebleness  and  pain,  shackles  the  operations 
of  the  indwelling  spirit.  And,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  change,  it  is  plain,  that  an  entrance  into  the  eter- 
nal world  will  solve  many  questions  now  involved  in 
darkness.  But  without  farther  prosecuting  these  in- 
vestigations by  the  light  of  human  reason,  we  point 
you  to  representations  contained  in  the  words  of  eter- 
nal truth.  They  teach,  that  one  of  the  characteristic 
marks  distinguishing  the  future  state  of  the  blessed,  is 
a  degree  of  knowledge  greatly  superior  to  what  we  now 
possess,  "  For  now  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly  ;  but 
then  face  to  face  ;  now  I  know  in  part,  but  then  shall 
I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known."  And  may  we  not 
suppose  that  when  Christ  administered  the  gentle  re- 
buke to  the  too  inquisitive  Peter,  "what  I  do,  thou 
knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter,"  the 
hereafter  had,  at  least,  some  reference  to  the  future  state  ? 

In  particular,  the  Bible  teaches  that  we  shall  have  a 
more  perfect  knowledge  of  God ;  for  we  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  his  immediate  presence,  and  bow  before 
his  throne.  The  idea  of  his  unveiled  glories,  represent- 
ed as  belonging  to  the  heavenly  state,  supposes  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance  with  him.  In  the  following  pas- 
sage, it  is  declared  that  in  heaven  there  will  be  an  in- 
crease of  knowledge  as  respects  ourselves  and  our  Sa- 
vior.    "  Beloved,  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall 
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be ;  but  we  know  that  when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall 
be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is."  To  see 
him  as  he  is,  is  an  expression  fraught  with  significance, 
revealing  divine  glories  to  the  enraptured  gaze.  A 
memorable  instance  is  found  on  record,  that  proves  the 
superior  knowledge  of  those  in  glory  above  those  j^et 
in  this  militant  state.  U'pon  the  mount  of  transfigura- 
tion, a  heavenly  vision  was  granted,  which  overwhelm- 
ed the  favored  disciples.  There  appeared  Moses  and 
Elias  from  the  upper  world,  in  conversation  with  the 
Savior,  his  divine  glories  then  bursting  forth  through 
the  veil  of  flesh.  And  what  was  the  subject  ?  They 
"  spake  of  his  decease  which  he  should  accomplish  at 
Jerusalem,"  as  a  familiar  theme.  Yet  the  favored  dis- 
ciples, who  had  been  long  under  the  ministry  of  Christ, 
questioned  "  one  with  another  what  the  rising  from  the 
dead  should  mean."  Yea,  when  they  had  listened  three 
years  to  his  voice,  and  had  been  repeatedly  and  in  the 
most  explicit  manner  forewarned  of  his  being  deliver- 
ed up  and  crucified,  yet  the  event  laid  prostrate 
their  hopes,  and  they  exclaimed,  in  the  bitterness  of 
disappointment,  "  we  trusted  that  it  had  been  he  which 
should  have  redeemed  Israel."  So  much  less  is  known 
by  the  righteous  on  earth,  than  by  those  who  dwell  in 
the  unclouded  vision  of  the  heavenly  state. 

I  cannot  here  forbear  to  glance  at  the  thought,  that 
one  of  the  chief  ingredients  of  the  happiness  of  heaven 
will  consist  in  unraveling  the  mysteries  of  our  earth- 
ly state,  and  adoring,  what  will  then  be  seen,  the 
wondrous  way  in  which  the  Lord  has  led  us.  That 
stroke  which  crushed  our  fondest  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions, will  be  seen  to  have  been  guided  by  love ;  a  cruel 
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blight  to  human  view,  but  to  the  divine,  a  concealed 
fountain  of  blessings ;  a  hidden  stream  that  enriches 
its  banks  by  the  fruits  of  submission,  weanedness  from 
the  world,  consecration  to  God,  and  preparation  for 
heaven. 

III.  Death  is  desirable  to  the  christian  because  it  ef- 
fects a  perfect  and  perpetual  deliverance  from  sin. 

It  is  among  the  most  delightful  views  which  we  can 
entertain  of  the  state  of  the  blessed,  that  no  sin  shall 
enter  there.  While  on  earth,  it  is  a  source  of  the  great- 
est trouble  to  the  christian,  that  in  spite  of  his  clear 
convictions  of  duty  and  resolutions  to  perform  it,  he  is 
constantly  prone  to  fall  into  sin.  He  finds  verified  in 
himself  the  experience  of  the  apostle ;  that  when  he 
would  do  good  evil  was  present  with  him  ;  and  that  he 
had  a  law  in  his  members  warring  against  the  law  of 
his  mind,  and  bringing  him  into  captivity  to  the  law  of 
sin  which  was  in  his  members.  Here  is  a  mirror  in 
which  he  sees  the  internal  conflicts  that  are  waged  in 
his  own  soul.  Indwelling  corruption  rises  up  constant- 
ly and  contends  for  victory.  His  strongest  resolutions 
are  broken  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  The  w^orld 
creeps  in  by  degrees,  takes  off  his  thoughts  from  etern- 
al things  and  deadens  devotional  feelings.  Even  his 
best  services  fall  so  far  short  of  the  absolute  perfection 
required  by  the  divine  law,  that  if  he  had  no  where 
else  to  look,  he  must  sink  down  in  despair. 

But  when  the  final  summons  from  above  shall  reach 
him,  this  source  of  trouble  shall  cease  forever.  The 
stroke  that  consigns  his  body  to  the  grave,  shall  purify 
his  soul  from  the  least  and  last  remains  of  corruption. 
Those  temptations  which  operate  here  and  too  often 
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with  success,  are  unknown  in  the  regions  of  perfect 
purity  and  undisturbed  peace.  The  world  with  all  its 
enticing  scenes  shall  be  excluded.  Corrupt  men,  who, 
by  reason  of  the  ties  of  kindred  and  seductive  arts,  have 
led  the  children  of  God  into  the  paths  of  sinful  compli- 
ance, will  not  be  found  among  the  holy  company  gath- 
ered around  his  throne,  Satan,  the  arch-deceiver,  who 
transforms  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  cross  again  the  heavenly  threshhold.  For 
"there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  anything  that  de- 
fileth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomination,  or 
maketh  a  lie." 

There  every  thing  on  which  the  eye  shall  rest,  will 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  holiness  of  heart  and  con- 
duct. The  company,  the  employments,  the  praises  of 
heaven  shall  be  resplendent  with  that  perfection,  which 
shines  in  unclouded  glory  from  the  Eternal  One,  and 
causes  the  heavenly  host  continually  to  cry,  "  Holy,  holy, 
hol}^  is  the  Lord  of  hosts."  The  motives  to  holiness 
will  then  be  presented  to  the  mind  more  powerfully 
than  ever  before.  The  mental  powers,  being  purified 
from  the  mists  of  sin  and  expanded  and  invigorated  by 
eternal  scenes,  will  seize  hold  of  truth  with  a  firmer 
grasp.  New  views  will  be  entertained  of  the  impor- 
tance of  God's  authorit}^,  of  the  excellence  of  his  com- 
mands, and  of  the  blessedness  of  those  who  obey  them. 
And  the  moral  sense  will  be  more  keenty  alive  and  ac- 
tive in  the  discharge  of  its  functions.  These  various 
circumstances  will  tend  to  advance  the  soul  in  its  hea- 
venly course,  and  bring  it  into  a  more  near  resemblance 
to  the  perfection  of  its  Maker. 

IV.  I  observe   fourthly,  that  death  is  desirable  to 
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the  christian,  because  it  will  deliver  him  from  all  troub- 
le and  sorrow.  This  point  is  established  by  what  has 
already  been  advanced.  For  what  is  the  cause  of 
trouble  and  sorrow  ?  Is  not  sin  directly  or  indirectly 
the  fruitful  source  ?  Is  not  this,  in  some  of  its  forms, 
the  parent  of  all  the  woes  that  deluge  the  human  fam- 
ily, from  those  which  terminate  upon  the  body,  up  to 
those  which  riot  upon  the  soul  ?  Remove  me  then  to 
a  sinless  state,  where  perfect  holiness  reigns,  and  you 
shut  out  at  once  all  my  miseries. 

But  let  us  turn  our  thoughts  to  this  point  somewhat 
in  detail.  Is  this  body  assailed  by  disease  and  racked 
hy  pains  till  the  spirits  sink,  and  life  well  nigh  becomes 
a  burden  ?  But  at  the  summons  to  depart,  it  crumbles 
back  to  its  mother  earth,  and  the  spirit,  freed  from  its 
earthly  incumbrance,  is  at  the  same  time  raised  beyond 
"  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to."  And  though  it  shall  be 
raised  at  the  trumpet  call,  which  shall  awake  the  sleep- 
ing myriads  of  all  the  past,  yet  not  as  in  the  present  state. 
"For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and 
this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality."  Do  the  wicked 
oppose  and  persecute  me,  do  they  misrepresent  my 
motives,  slander  my  character,  and  thwart  my  efforts  to 
do  good  ?  But  "  there  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling ; 
and  there  the  weary  be  at  rest."  Does  my  familiar 
friend,  in  whom  I  placed  confidence,  betray  my  trust, 
and  wound  me  in  the  tenderest  part  ?  But  there  will 
be,  there  can  be  no  faithless  friends  in  heaven.  When 
my  strong  affections  fasten  upon  earthly  objects  and 
they  become  twined  in  my  very  existence,  does  death 
enter  the  charmed  circle,  and  make  a  cruel  vacancy 
there  ?     Is  my  bosom  companion  stricken  down  ?   Are 
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my  children,  on  whom  rested  high  hopes,  dressed  in 
the  habiliments  of  the  grave?  But  in  heaven  not  one 
that  enters  there,  shall  ever  be  separated  from  us. 
Disease  and  death  have  done  their  last  work,  and  im- 
mortal youth  beams  from  the  countenance  of  every 
celestial  inhabitant. 

But  without  indulging  farther  in  this  strain  of 
thought,  I  point  you  at  once  to  the  representations  giv- 
en from  the  mouth  of  inspiration.  Hear  what  the  ex- 
ile of  Patmos  has  testified,  to  whose  view  were  opened 
visions  of  the  blessed,  that  have  entered  upon  their 
final  rest.  *'  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth :  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  "  They  shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst 
any  more ;  neither  shall  the  sun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
heat.  For  the  Lamb,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living 
fountains  of  waters,  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  their  eyes." 

V.  I  will  offer  but  one  more  reason  why  death  is  de- 
sirable to  the  christian :  it  is  the  company  to  which  it 
shall  introduce  him.  When  he  rises  from  earth,  who 
shall  hail  his  entrance  into  heaven  ?  Angels  that  have 
never  sinned ;  those  exalted  and  blest  spirits  that  stand 
around  God's  throne,  or  fly  to  execute  his  commands  ; 
who  watch  with  the  liveliest  interest  what  is  done  on 
earth ;  who  rejoice  at  the  repentance  of  one  sinner ; 
and  who  are  ministering  spirits  sent  forth  to  minister 
to  those  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation.  Then  shall  he 
greet  all  the  pious  dead,  that,  in  every  age  and  from 
every  land,  have  ascended  to  their  final  reward,    Abel 
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the  first  martyr  shall  be  there  ;  Enoch,  who  walked 
with  God ;  Noah,  the  preacher  of  righteousness,  who 
floated  securely  over  a  perished  world ;  Abraham  the 
father  of  the  faithful ;  Jacob,  whose  power  with  God  has 
been  signalized  by  the  name  of  Israel ;  Moses,  the  law- 
giver of  the  chosen  tribes,  who  conducted  them  to  the 
borders  of  the  promised  land.  There  will  he  meet  the 
sweet  Psalmist  of  Israel,  whose  strains  have  so  often 
brought  conviction,  opened  the  fountain  of  penitential 
tears,  led  the  heavy-laden  to  the  peace-speaking  blood 
of  Jesus ;  and  quickened  the  christian  to  the  labors, 
sacrifices  and  crosses  of  the  heavenly  course. 

There  will  he  meet  the  line  of  apostles  and  martyrs, 
who,  for  the  love  of  Christ  and  truth,  were  scourged,  im- 
prisoned, stoned,  and  in  all  the  forms  of  death  that  inge- 
nuity could  devise,  and  malignity  inflict,  were  tortured 
on  their  way  to  their  heavenly  homes.  There  shall  he 
be  welcomed  by  that  sainted  father  and  mother,  whose 
supplications  were  poured  out  in  his  behalf,  who  taught 
his  infant  lips  to  pray,  and  whose  counsels  and  exhorta- 
tions were  unceasing  for  his  welfare.  The  long  sepa- 
rated children,  who  were  consecrated  and  did  conse- 
crate themselves  to  God,  shall  be  gathered  again  into  a 
circle,  never  more  to  be  invaded  by  death.  Oh  !  what 
a  glorious  company  have  been  collecting  in  heaven, 
since  the  first  notes  of  woe  were  heard  in  Eden — the 
trophies  of  the  Redeemer's  sufferings  and  of  the  Spirit's 
power  ?  To  be  with  them,  to  join  with  them  in  the 
employments  of  heaven,  and  in  swelling  the  praises 
"  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  and  unto  the 
Lamb  forever  and  ever;"  this  were  enough.  And 
above  all  and  beyond  all,  they  shall  behold  the  great  I 
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AM,  who  shall  reveal  his  perfections  without  a  cloud, 
and  the  Lamb  shall  be  the  light  of  the  celestial  city. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  considerations,  which  show 
why  death  is  desirable  to  the  christian,  and  which  fully 
justify  the  apostle  in  the  declaration,  "  we  are  confi- 
dent, I  say,  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from  the 
body,  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord."  Every  chris- 
tian has  the  same  blessed  state  before  him,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  strong  faith  can  adopt  the  same  language. 
It  is  the  prospect  of  such  a  reward,  that  can  light  up  a 
smile  upon  the  pallid  countenance  of  him  that  dieth  in 
the  Lord.  This  can  sustain  the  weeping  relatives  when 
the  strongest  ties  are  sundered,  and  the  parting  farewell 
mingles  with  the  expiring  struggle. 

And  is  not  this  the  consolation,  that  is  borne  to  the 
ears  of  afflicted  relatives  and  friends  from  the  mortal  re- 
mains which  now  lie  before  us  ? 

It  might  seem  to  devolve  upon  me,  for  so  many 
years  the  pastor  of  the  departed  and  her  spiritual  fath- 
er, to  glance  at  some  events  in  her  history,  and  say  some- 
thing to  commemorate  her  worth.  I  see  that  public 
expectation  will  fully  bear  me  out  in  the  attempt.  Nay, 
further,  this  large  assembly,  considering  the  very  un- 
propitious  state  of  the  weather,  called  together  at  the 
notice  of  these  funeral  exercises ;  these  relatives  and 
friends  from  different  places ;  this  her  late  pastor,  ab- 
sent from  his  own  people  and  pulpit,  to  be  here  to-day, 
to  manifest  the  interest  felt  by  himself  and  them,  in 
the  event  which  has  given  occasion  to  these  exercises,* 

*  The  funeral  exercises  were  attended  on  the  Sabbath,  and  Rev.  A.  M.  Col- 
ton  of  Amherst,  who  was  present  for  the  purpose,,  aided  the  speaker  in  con- 
ducting them. 
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these  circumstances  appear  to  demand  from  me  a  some- 
what particular  notice  of  the  deceased.  I  feel  assured 
that  you  will  not  think  me  to  exceed  the  truth,  when 
I  say  that  she  possessed  a  character  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary excellence.  And  in  what  way  can  we  better 
profit  by  the  memory  of  the  dead,  than  in  reflecting 
upon  those  traits  of  excellence  they  possessed,  as  a  light 
to  guide  us  and  an  example  to  be  imitated? 

Catharine  A.  W.  Brewster,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Doctor  Silas  P.  and  Grace  A.  Wright,  was  born  in 
this  place,  October  14,  1822.  At  the  tender  age  of 
seven  years,  when  she  so  much  needed  them,  she  was 
deprived  of  a  mother's  love  and  prayers,  watchfulness 
and  guidance.  The  loss  of  a  faithful  christian  mother, 
no  earthly  being  can  supply  to  children,  especially  to 
daughters  in  early  life.  Being  thus,  so  far  as  human 
aid  was  concerned,  thrown  entirely  upon  the  care,  kind 
attentions  and  instructions  of  a  father,  her  warm  heart 
embraced  him  with  a  peculiarly  strong  affection,  which 
was  strikingly  manifested  in  her  last  sickness. 

My  earliest  recollections  of  Mrs.  Brewster,  extend 
back  to  nearly  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  my 
ministerial  labors  among  you,  more  than  sixteen  years 
since.  She  was  then  a  child.  But,  even  at  that  early 
age,  it  was  hardly  possible  for  the  eye  of  common  ob- 
servation not  to  discern  certain  peculiar  traits  worthy 
of  notice.  I  soon  marked  her  for  a  pleasing  sprightli- 
ness  of  manner,  ardor  of  character,  tenderness  of  feel- 
ing and  a  high  regard  to  what  is  proper.  It  was  also 
evident,  that  she  possessed  a  mind  peculiarly  adapted 
to  make  acquisitions  in  any  department  of  knowledge 

to  which  she  devoted  herself.     These  traits  were  more 
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fully  developed,  as  she  advanced  in  years,  and  was  sub- 
jected to  the  discipline  of  a  thorough  education,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which,  from  the  first,  she  enjoyed.  At 
what  particular  time,  she  first  turned  her  attention  to 
the  subject  of  personal  religion,  I  do  not  distinctly  rec- 
ollect. But  of  this  I  am  confident,  that  it  was  during 
the  revival  of  1836,  the  first  under  my  labors  in  this 
place.  I  think  she  was  among  the  earliest  inquirers, 
and  her  exercises  were,  as  might  have  been  expected, 
of  a  marked  and  prominent  character.  She  had  a  deep 
sense  of  sinfulness,  felt  that  she  was  exposed  to  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  by  degrees  came  to  the  full  convic- 
tion that  she  could  do  nothing  to  deserve  divine  mercy. 
At  the  same  time,  she  entertained  exalted  views  of  the 
change  implied  in  becoming  a  christian,  and  shrank 
back  from  the  thought  of  entertaining  a  false  hope. 
In  these  respects,  she  was  the  child  of  intense  emotions, 
tremblingly  alive  to  every  wrong  in  feeling  or  senti- 
ment, and  determined  not  to  rest  satisfied  with  any- 
thing that  could  not  pass,  with  approval,  a  strict  scruti- 
ny according  to  the  instructions  of  the  divine  word,  I 
have  now  before  me  the  attentive  ear,  the  earnest  look, 
the  tearful  eye,  the  rapid  transition  of  emotions  seen 
through  her  transparent  countenance,  while  she  listen- 
ed to  words  of  instruction,  exhortation  or  caution. 

I  need  not  say  that  such  an  one  would  be  decided. 
This  was  another  trait  in  her  character,  which  was 
manifested  in  the  sentiments  she  embraced,  and  in  her 
whole  course  of  conduct.  Though  cautious  in  coming 
to  a  decision,  yet,  when  after  deliberate  examination  it 
was  once  made,  it  was  strongly  embraced,  and  her  de- 
termination promptly  carried  out.     In  close  connection 
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with  this,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence,  she  possess- 
ed stability  of  character :  for  sentiments  which  are  not 
embraced  till  thoroughly  tested,  and  a  course  of  con- 
duct determined  upon  after  mature  deliberation,  are 
not  readily  renounced.  In  these  respects,  she  appears 
in  favorable  contrast  with  vast  numbers  of  the  young,  as 
well  as  those  of  more  mature  years,  who,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  fall  in  with  and  adopt  plausible 
novelties  ;  which  riper  experience  and  sober  after- 
thought compel  them  to  abandon,  to  the  disadvantage 
of  forming  a  character  marked  for  instability  and  fre- 
quency of  change.  When  she  had  decided,  in  her  own 
mind,  what  was  right,  she  went  forward  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  her  way,  unmoved  by  diverting  influenc- 
es. These  traits  of  character  were  illustrated  in  her 
views  and  conduct  pertaining  to  religious  concerns. 
What  influence  may  have  been  exerted  by  her,  who 
took  the  place  of  the  departed  mother  more  than  a  year 
before  the  conversion  of  the  deceased  in  forming  her 
general  and  religious  character,  I  shall  not  take  upon 
me  to  represent.  But  from  personal  observation,  I  am 
authorized  to  say,  that,  so  far  as  warm  christian  sympa- 
thy, facilities  for  attending  upon  the  means  of  grace  and 
encouragement  were  concerned,  nothing  was  wanting 
to  the  young  inquirer  and  convert. 

After  what  was  considered  a  suitable  time  for  trial, 
she  desired  to  come  out  openly  upon  the  side  of  God, 
and  for  this  purpose,  offered  herself  as  candidate  for 
admission  into  the  visible  family  of  Christ.  At  the 
communion  in  March  of  1 837,  when  less  than  fifteen 
years  old,  she  stood  up  in  this  aisle,  and  before  witness- 
ing spirits,  and  her  fellow-men,  consecrated  herself  in 
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body  and  spirit  to  the  Lord.  And  now,  when  some- 
what less  than  another  fifteen  years  have  elapsed  ;  hav- 
ing in  the  providence  of  God,  come  to  her  paternal 
home,  as  it  would  seem,  to  die ;  her  body  wrapt  in  that 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  is  placed  here,  almost  on 
the  very  spot  of  early  consecration,  as  if  to  remind  us, 
that  living  and  dead  she  was  and  is  the  Lord's ;  on  that 
spot  too,  where  the  remains  of  a  beloved  sister,  brought 
from  the  far  west  by  her  bereaved  husband,  rested  less 
than  two  years  since  on  a  like  occasion. 

Of  the  eight  who  presented  themselves  with  her,  to 
join  the  visible  family  of  Christ,  all  of  whom  I  suppose 
to  be  living,  two  have  removed  elsewhere  ;  and  of  the 
remaining  six,  but  three  I  see  to  be  present,  the  others 
doubtless  being  detained  at  home  by  the  severity  of  the 
weather.*  From  the  time  that  she  publicly  took  the  vows 
of  God  upon  her,  up  to  her  removal  from  this  place,  she 
maintained  an  exemplary  walk  as  a  professing  chris- 
tian. And  what  has  been  her  deportment  in  this  rela- 
tion and  in  other  respects  since  ;  what  has  been  the  im- 
pression which  she  made  upon  the  community  among 
whom  she  resided  for  the  last  five  and  a  half  years, 
and  in  what  estimation  she  has  been  held  by  them,  you 
will  hear  from  her  late  pastor.f 

Having  dwelt  upon  her  religious  exercises  and  stand- 
ing, I  must  now  retrace  my  steps,  to  consider  her  gen- 
eral character  and  intellectual  efforts  and  progress.  As 
before  stated,  she  was  favored  with  the  best  advantages 

*  The  eight  referred  to  above,  are  Silas  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Delana  Barnes,  the  two 
removed ;  Hon.  Reuben  Boies,  Almon  J.  Lloyd  and  Mary  his  wife,  Curtiss 
Knox,  Elizabeth  Knox,  and  David  Shiu'tleff,  the  last  three  of  whom  were  pres- 
ent. 

t  See  appendix  letter  A. 
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of  education,  and  well  did  she  repay  the  expense  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  the  cultivation  of  her  heart,  mind 
and  manners.  For  she  had  the  privilege  of  being  under 
teachers,  who  felt  that  there  are  right  principles  to  be 
instilled  and  strengthened,  as  well  as  mental  powers  to 
be  disciplined  and  enlarged,  and  manners  to  be  polish- 
ed. One  under  whose  instruction  she  was  placed,  at  the 
age  of  about  fifteen  years,  speaks  of  the  impression  she 
soon  made  upon  the  mind  of  her  teacher ;  that  she  was 
clear  headed,  intelligent,  of  correct  moral  feeling  and 
high  principles.  But  it  remained  for  a  season  of  af- 
fliction to  reveal  the  warmth  and  depth  of  her  affec- 
tions.* 

I  come  now  to  another  important  era  in  her  intel- 
lectual course,  when  her  mental  powers  were  to  be 
severely  tasked  and  rapidly  developed,  and  the  finish 
given  to  her  education.  In  the  autumn  of  1839,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  she  became  a  member  of  Mount 
Holyoke  Female  Seminary,  then  under  the  care  of 
Miss  Mary  Lyon,  its  distinguished  projector  and  foun- 
der, and  whose  qualifications  as  principal  have  never 
perhaps  been  excelled.  Here  she  maintained  an  elevat- 
ed standing  to  the  close  of  the  regular  course,  and  held 
a  high  place  in  the  opinion  and  affections  of  the  princi- 
pal and  teachers.  This  is  evinced  from  the  fact  that  she 
was  invited  to  the  office  of  teacher  immediately  after  her 
graduation,  which  she  accepted  and  filled  for  three  full 
years  and  part  of  the  fourth,  with  honor  to  herself,  and 
profit  to  those  under  her  instruction.  From  opportu- 
nities of  observation,  which  the  speaker  has  had,  he 
feels  authorized  to  say  that  her  qualifications  for  this 

*  See  appendix,  letter  B. 
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post,  were  far  above  the  ordinary  grade  of  excellence. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  punctuality,  a  zealous 
devotion  to  business,  aptness  to  teach,  vivacity,  a  be- 
nevolent spirit,  and  a  high  sense  of  what  is  right,  en- 
forced by  an  example  that  in  no  ordinary  degree  hon- 
ored religion.* 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1846,  she  became  connected  in 
marriage  with  Dr.  John  M.  Brewster,  Jr.  of  Amherst, 
Mass.,  and  we  are  now  called  to  view  her  in  the  new 
and  important  relation  of  wife.  After  what  has  been 
said,  it  is  easj^  to  conjecture  what  must  have  been  her 
qualifications  as  one  of  the  heads  of  the  domestic  circle. 
In  the  relation  of  mother,  the  beauty  and  excellence  of 
her  character  appeared  in  a  new  light.  Love  hovered 
over,  watched,  guarded  and  taught  the  little  ones,  whom 
in  the  fullness  of  her  joy  and  gratitude  she  folded  to  her 
breast.  I  can  easily  imagine,  that  her  closet  bore  con- 
stant witness  to  the  fervency  of  her  supplications,  that 
Ood  would  spare  and  convert,  and  fit  them  for  useful- 
ness and  for  heaven.  But  on  these  points  her  late  pas- 
tor is  better  qualified  to  speak,  to  whose  testimony  I 
have  already  referred  you. 

But  the  light  which  burnt  so  brightly,  rapidly  ex- 
hausted the  material  that  fed  it.  The  ardor  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  her  untiring  attention  to  her  varied  duties, 
were  too  much  for  a  frame,  perhaps  constitutionally  in- 
clined to  disease.  The  undermining  process,  which 
began  soon  after  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  and  was  ac- 
celerated after  an  illness  connected  with  the  birth  of 
her  last  one,  went  on  from  month  to  month,  till  it  be- 
came too  evident  that  neither  the  best  medical  skill,  nor 

*;See  appendix,  letter  C. 
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ever-wakeful  care,  nor  assiduous  attention  could  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  great  destroyer. 

As  she  came  to  the  conviction  that  the  ties  of  wife 
and  mother  must  be  sundered,  she  sent  for  him,  who 
had  formerly  been  her  spiritual  guide,  to  teach  her  how 
she  might  be  prepared  to  die.  "Oh !"  she  exclaimed, 
"  if  I  ever  get  to  heaven,  it  seems  to  me,  I  must  press 
through  the  smallest  opening.  I  can  hardly  enter,  ray 
short-comings  are  so  great."  But  when  exhorted  to 
look  away  from  herself  to  the  fullness  of  Jesus — to  the 
faithful  saying,  worthy  of  all  acceptation  that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  even  the 
chief,  she  seemed  relieved.  Then  she  broke  out,  "  Pre- 
cious Savior."  When  asked  if  she  could  give  up 
her  husband,  child  and  parents,  "  Yes,"  she  replied,  but 
with  struggling  emotion.  Do  you  feel  ready  to  de- 
part ?  To  this  she  gave  an  affirmative  reply.  It  was  her 
great  burden,  as  long  as  she  was  able  to  converse,  that 
her  devoted  husband  should  live  for  God  and  heaven, 
and  that  he  should  be  constant  and  untiring  in  his  ef- 
forts to  teach  her  dear  little  daughter  to  cherish  her 
mother's  memory  with  the  most  ardent  devotion,  and 
be  sure  to  see  that  she  loves  the  Savior.  A  great  many 
times  she  repeated  the  charge  to  her  husband  to  "  be 
sure  to  have  little  Katy  love  the  Savior."  She  spoke 
of  meeting  her  sainted  friends  in  heaven,  and  especially 
her  "cherub  little  babe"  who,  she  said,  "  was  not  lost  but 
gone  before,"  and  beside  whose  body  she  knew  that  her 
remains  were  to  be  deposited  in  the  family  burying 
ground  of  her  father.* 

*  Though  the  infant  son  died  in  Amherat,  its  remauis,  according  to  the  M-ish- 
63  of  the  mother,  were  placed  first  in  a  receiring  vault  in  Northampton,  and  af- 
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But  her  anxieties  are  all  hushed.  With  her,  the  scenes 
of  life  hav^e  closed  forever.  Her  spirit  has  fled,  rather 
has  risen  on  angels'  wings  to  the  rest  that  remaineth  for 
the  people  of  God,  where  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee 
away. 

My  Bereaved  Brother  :  I  have  no  wish,  and  even  if 
I  should  make  the  attempt,  it  were  vain,  to  persuade 
you  that  you  have  not  met  with  an  irreparable  loss.  It  is 
no  part  of  the  religion  which  you  have  publicly  profess- 
ed, and  the  power  of  which  I  trust  you  have  felt,  to  ad- 
minister consolation  by  undervaluing  the  blessings 
which  heaven  has  first  given  and  then  recalled.  Al- 
ready you  have  bowed  under  your  loss,  and  you  will 
feel  it  more  deeply,  w  hen  you  take  your  last  look  of  the 
lifeless  remains  of  the  loved  one  who  will  return  no 
greetings  as  she  was  wont,  and  especially  when  you  stand 
by  the  grave  into  which  they  are  lowered  to  slumber 
beside  those  of  your  infant  boy  till  the  resurrection 
morn.  Still  more,  when  you  return  to  your  lonely 
dwelling  and  linger  in  those  rooms,  w  hich  bear  on  every 
side  the  marks  of  her  untiring  industry  and  taste,  but 
which  are  no  more  to  wear  the  charm  of  her  presence. 
Most  of  all  when  "  little  Katy"  shall  unconsciously 
ask,"  where  is  mother  1" 

But  guard  yourself  against  gloomy  thoughts  and  re- 
pinings.  You  believe  that  she  was  ripened  for  her  de- 
parture ;  that  she  was  taken  in  God's  own  time,  which 

terwards  carried  to  Blandford  to  be  interred  in  the  burial  place  of  the  family. 

It  is  here  in  place  to  add  the  following  items  : — The  daughter,  Catharine  A. 
"W.  Brewster  was  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  October  16,  1848.  At  the  time  of 
her  mother's  death,  she  was  tliree  years,  two  months  and  eight  days  old. 
The  infant  son,  Silas  Wright  Brewster  was  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  July  28, 
1851  :  died  October  2,  1851, — being  nuae  Aveeks  and  three  days  old. 

Mrs.  Catharine  A.  W.  Brew^ster  died  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  at  the  residence  of 
her  father,  Wednesday  morning  a  quarter  before  8  o'clock,  on  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, 1851,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  two  months  and  ten  days. 
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is  the  best ;  and  that  she  is  now  mingling  with  those 
blest  spirits  that  worship  and  rejoice  in  his  immediate 
presence.  Read  the  exhortations  of  her  last  hours  which 
present  such  a  noble  rule  and  end  of  life,  "Live  for 
God  and  heaven."  And  though  she  is  removed  from 
you  in  bodily  presence,  remember  that  she  still  lives 
for  you  and  with  you  in  the  exalted  example  which  you 
ever  witnessed,  in  all  the  treasured  recollections  of  your 
endeared  intimacy,  and  in  that  motherless  little  one, 
whom  God  has  thrown  solely  upon  you  for  human  pro- 
tection, care  and  guidance.  And  let  this  dying  charge 
ever  be  treasured  and  sacredly  observed,  that  you  be 
untiring  in  your  efforts  "  to  teach  her  dear  little  daugh- 
ter to  cherish  her  mother's  memory  with  the  most  ar- 
dent devotion,  and  be  sure  to  see  that  she  loves  the 
Savior." 


APPENDIX. 


LETTER  A. 

The  following  statement  in  substance  was,  in  the  first  place,  sent 
to  the  speaker  as  a  letter  from  Ret.  Mk.  Colton.  But  he  having 
concluded  to  come  himself,  it  was  read  by  him,  as  part  of  the  fu- 
neral exercises  :— 

Mrs.  Brewster's  excellent  name  as  teacher  in  the  Mt.  Holyoke  Fe- 
male Seminary  was  known  among  us  before  her  coming  to  reside 
here.  We  had  often  heard  her  spoken  of  in  terms  of  very  high  com- 
mendation. Great  expectations  were  entertained  from  the  residence 
among  us  of  one  whom  various  reports  had  represented  to  be  so  ac- 
complished, so  amiable,  so  lovely.  And  these  expectations,  I  scarcely 
need  say,  were  in  no  wise  disappointed.  In  coming  to  reside  here, 
and  to  move  in  our  circles,  with  her  highly-esteemed  husband,  she 
proved  to  be,  in  excellent  and  endearing  qualities,  all,  and  more 
than  all,  we  had  fondly  fancied  concerning  her.  One  could  not  be 
in  her  presence  five  minutes  without  being  impressed,  that  rare  excel- 
lences were  combined  and  blended  in  her  character.  There  was  "  a 
nameless  charm "  about  her,  that  won  at  the  first;  and  what  was 
thus  gained,  was  never  lost  on  a  subsequent  and  fuller  acquaintance. 
Her  manners  were  natural,  graceful,  bland —  free  as  possible  from  any 
and  every  thing  like  afi'ected  display.  She  always  spoke  sensibly, 
as  one  who  knew  what  to  speak,  and  when,  and  how.  She  had  that 
intuitive,  delicate  sense  of  things,  which  kept  her  from  over-stepping 
the  smallest  proprieties  in  social  intercourse.  She  was  sensitive  as  a 
passion-flower  to  a  breath  savoring  of  grossness  or  rudeness  in  utter- 
ance ;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  no  one  was  ever  bold  enough  to 
adventure  upon  any  such  utterances  in  her  hearing.  Mrs.  Brewster's 
education  was  of  a  very  superior  order,  and  by  her  long  experience  as 
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a  teacher  in  one  of  our  best  Female  Seminaries,  as  well  as  mingling 
from  her  earliest  years  in  cultivated  society,  she  had  become  uccus- 
tomed  to  express  herself  with  ease  and  readiness  on  all  such  topics  as 
come  up  in  the  ordinary  occasions  of  social  life.  Hence,  as  may  well 
be  believed,  her  conversation  had  attractions  of  no  ordinary  character. 
She  was  the  delight  of  the  social  circle.  To  other  advantages  of  this 
kind,  she  added  a  graceful  form,  a  countenance  radiant  with  sweet 
benignity —  an  eye  that  mirrored  out  faithfully  and  instantly  the 
workings  of  the  inner  spirit,  and  a  voice  that  struck  the  ear  pleasant- 
ly like  very  music.  She  was  naturally  sprightly  and  buoyant  in  her 
feelings — of  a  full  and  joyous  flow  of  spirits.  You  would  have  di- 
vined this  from  simply  looking  upon  her  form  and  countenance,  and 
from  observing  her  elastic  step  and  quick  motions. 

Mrs.  Brewster  united  herself  by  letter  with  the  First  Church  in 
Amherst,  Nov.  1,  1846.  She  brought  with  her,  in  coming  here,  a 
good  name  for  devoted  piety,  and  she  consistently  maintained  that 
character  during  her  stay  among  us.  Her  piety  took  the  form  and 
pressure  of  her  natural  traits —  was  cheerful  and  sunny.  There  was 
in  it  very  little  of  the  austere  and  demure.  She  spoke  on  religious 
subjects  as  she  spoke  on  other  subjects,  pleasantly;  as  if  religion  was 
to  her  a  grateful  theme  to  converse  upon.  No  one  ever  found  her 
reluctant  to  enter  into  religious  conversation :  the  rather  she  always 
evinced,  I  believe,  a  gladness  to  entertain  in  this  way  these  high  and 
holy  themes.  She  loved  the  Bible,  and  had  read  it  much  and  care- 
fully, and  could  cite  from  it  with  facility  in  writing  or  conversation. 
She  had  that  quick  association  and  suggestion,  bringing  out  and  ap- 
plying fittingly  from  a  well-stored  and  retentive  memory,  the  exact 
language  of  the  scriptures.  The  Sabbath  was  to  her  a  delight,  a  holy 
rest,  and  uniformly  on  its  return,  was  she  wont  to  express  the  joy  she 
felt  at  seeing  its  light,  and  being  permitted  to  engage  in  its  appro- 
priate duties  and  privileges.  Early  after  coming  among  us  she  con- 
nected herself  as  a  teacher  with  our  Sabbath  School.  In  this  depart- 
ment of  Christian  effort,  she  was  eminently  at  home ;  and  how  zeal- 
ously and  ably  she  fulfilled  her  duties  in  this  capacity,  those  will  tes- 
tify who  had  the  happiness  to  call  her  their  beloved  teacher. 
She  loved  the  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and  regularly  attended  it,  when 
not  prevented  by  ill  health,  or  imperative  hindrance  of  domestic 
cares. 
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For  a  long  time  after  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  Mrs.  B.  was  pre- 
vented from  going  out  and  mingling  in  society,  and  from  attending 
the  social  religious  meetings,  as  she  had  formerly  done.  For  a  while 
fears  were  entertained  that  she  might  sink  into  a  decline.  But 
through  a  favoring  Providence,  her  strength  at  length  rallied,  and 
she  was  again  permitted  to  resume  her  accustomed  duties.  In  July 
last,  her  second  child,  a  son,  was  born.  Her  joy,  like  Mary's,  was 
great  at  this  gift  from  God.  She  spoke  often  and  with  freedom  to 
her  intimate  friends  of  her  satisfaction  at  having  now  two  children — 
a  daughter  and  a  son.  Her  frankness  in  this  was  characteristic  of 
her.  But  alas !  in  the  inscrutable  providence  of  God,  the  little  son 
was  to  be  taken  away. 

"  We  should  suspect  some  danger  nigh, 
'^" '   ;  When  we  express  delight." 

Her  own  health  was  exceedingly  feeble,  and  her  spirits  sunk  far  be- 
low their  wonted  tone.  Sorrow  and  fear  flung  a  shadow  over  her. 
Days  and  nights  passed,  and  the  little  suiferer  still  languished — till 
hope  at  length  died  out.  In  the  evening  of  September  24th,  the  child 
was  baptized,  receiving  the  name  of  its  maternal  grandfather,  Silas 
Wright.  That  scene  will  not  soon  be  forgotten — "  the  dim  reli- 
gious light,"  the  stillness,  those  few  friends — that  pale,  emaciated, 
weeping  mother.  One  was  reminded  of  the  Apostle's  expression, 
"  baptized  for  the  dead."  The  struggle  of  the  mother  in  prospect  of 
parting  with  her  little  one  was  at  first  terribly  painful  and  severe.  It 
was  the  blighting  of  fondly  cherished  hopes.  It  was  a  sting — a 
piercing  wound.  So  wasted  and  feeble,  she  was,  humanly  speaking, 
ill  fitted  to  endure  so  afflictive  a  stroke.  But  grace  triumphed  at  the 
last.  She  became  submissive  and  calm ;  said  she  could  heartily  com- 
mit her  child  into  the  hands  of  God —  confiding  in  his  wisdom  and 
mercy.  The  infant  died  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2nd  day  of  Oc- 
tober:  the  funeral  was  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  the  same  day,  and  its 
remains  were  placed  in  a  receiving  vault  in  Northampton  on  the  day 
following.  Mrs.  B.  was  calm  at  the  funeral :  her  spirit  had  taken 
another  tone ;  her  appearance  bespoke  a  change  in  her  own  breast — 
a  change  to  placid  resignation.  In  her  conversation  she  acknowledg- 
ed the  kindness  of  God  in  thus  enabling  her  to  submit  herself  to  his 
holy  will.     She  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  the  affliction  might 
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have  a  sanctifying  effect  upon  herself  and  her  family.  She  spoke  on 
one  occasion  to  an  intimate  friend  of  the  satisfaction  she  had  for- 
merly expressed  to  her  in  having  two  little  ones,  a  daughter  and  a 
son, —  said  she  had  been  too  well  satisfied — had  doted  too  fondly  on 
earthly  happiness — that  this  afiliction  was  needful  for  her,  to  wean 
her  from  the  world,  and  lead  her  to  place  her  hope  only  in  God.  One 
was  still  left,  and  how  she  loved  her,  only  a  mother's  heart  can  know. 
She  was  a  most  affectionate  wife.  To  those  who  had  known  her  only 
as  a  scholar  and  a  teacher,  it  was  wonderful  to  observe  the  graceful 
facility  with  which  she  adapted  herself  to  her  new  relations  and  sphere 
in  life.  Though  so  social  in  her  turn,  and  so  adapted  to  attract  and 
interest  in  social  life,  she  was  remarkably  domestic  in  her  habits. 
She  was  known  and  spoken  of  among  us  as  a  pattern  of  industry, 
sedulously  employing  her  hours  early  and  late  in  the  labors  appropriate 
to  the  domestic  sphere.  She  was  a  keeper  at  home,  and  she  loved  her 
home.  She  exemplified  the  beauty  of  that  picture  of  woman —  "  the 
woman  that  feareth  the  Lord" — presented  us  in  the  closing  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Proverbs.  A  visiter  at  her  home  saw  there  those 
many  and  various  products  of  her  skill  in  drawing  and  in  needle- 
work, attesting  that  though  almost  uninterruptedly  a  close  student 
from  her  earliest  years,  she  had  learned  to  labor  with  her  hands,  and 
that  in  her  training  the  useful  and  the  ornamental  had  been  happily 
blended.  Those  house-plants,  and  those  hearth-rugs —  the  cultivated 
taste  and  the  cunning  hands,  bespoke  a  rare  versatility.  The  centre- 
table  with  its  choice  reading,  and  the  mantle-piece  with  its  perspec- 
tives, refuted  the  notion  too  common,  that  the  elegant  and  the  solid 
are  incompatible,  that  the  accomplishments,  so  called,  are  but  surface 
without  depth. 

Mrs.  B.  was  a  woman  of  most  delicate  sensibilities ;  and  no  one 
shov/ed  her  a  kindness,  however  small  in  itself,  without  touching 
cords  that  vibrated  responsive.  I  have  never  in  my  life  kno\\Ti  one 
more  Ireenly  susceptible  in  this  regard — like  the  ^olian  harp,  from 
which  a  breath  of  air  wakes  music. 

Mrs.  B.  was  known  as  the  friend  of  little  children.  She  could  en- 
ter into  their  thoughts  and  feelings — could  speik  in  their  language — 
could  interest  them  in  various  ways  and  to  a  degree  rarely  equalled 
by  any  person.  She  was  much  in  the  habit  of  sending  presents,  to- 
kens of  remembrance  and  affection,  to  little  children.      She  loved  to 
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do  this —  she  knew  how  to  do  it.  There  was  an  almost  inimitable 
grace  in  her  manner  of  getting  up  such  trifles,  as  she  was  wont  to 
call  them ;  and  there  usually  accompanied  the  gift  a  brief  note, 
couched  in  terms  of  exceeding  delicacy  and  propriety.  In  matters  of 
this  kind  she  had  a  rare  tact  for  doing  and  sajing  just  the  thing. 

I  should  not  omit  to  mention  as  an  interesting  feature  in  Mrs. 
Brewster's  character  and  life,  her  peculiarly  strong  affection  for  her 
father.  Losing  her  mother  when  she  was  yet  a  child,  her  filial  affec- 
tions in  full  strength  clustered  like  the  vine  around  the  surviving 
parent.  She  often  spoke  of  her  father,  and  in  terms  that,  to  one  ig- 
norant of  the  ardor  of  her  affection,  might  seem  to  savor  of  extrav- 
agance. But  it  was  not  extravagance  ;  she  had  the  deep  feeling,  and 
the  utterance,  such  was  her  ingenious  frankness,  was  a  matter  of 
course.  Those  who  knew  her  well,  were  never  tempted  to  harbor  the 
doubt,  or  put  the  unfavorable  construction. 

And  need  it  be  repeated,  Mrs.  B.  was  a  most  affectionate  and  loving 
wife.  But  I  dare  not  presume  to  trench  on  this  so  sacred  a  ground. 
That  almost  broken-hearted  husband  would  forbid  my  doing  so. 
Alas,  my  brother,  stricken^  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted ;  may  God 
himself  who  has  wounded  thee,  be  thy  Healer  and  Comforter  in  this 
sore  trial  of  thy  life.  Lover  and  friend  has  He  put  far  from  thee, 
smd  thine  acquaintance  into  darkness.     Hope  thou  in  God. 

"  Earth,  liath  no  sorrows  which  heaven  cannot  cure." 

And  that  dear  little  Katy,  bereft  of  a  mother,  and  such  a  mother ; 
may  the  Good  Shepherd  take  thee  under  his  own  special  care,  and 
keep  taee  as  the  apple  of  his  eye. 


LETTER  B. 

As  the  circumstances  referred  to,  will  illustrate  her  conscientious- 
ness and  the  strength  of  her  affections,  I  shall  venture  to  quote  from  a 
communication  made  to  the  speaker  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  W.  Fowler, 
wife  of  Hon.  James  Fowler  of  Westfield,  Mass.  "  It  was  not  till 
a  season  of  affliction  occurred  in  her  father's  family,  that  I  under- 
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stood  the  -warmth  and  depth  of  her  affections.  She  received  a  letter 
from  him,  telling  her  that  some  members  of  the  family  were  very 
dangerously  ill  with  a  malignant  disease.  One  was  considered  at  the 
point  of  death.  At  the  same  time,  he  enjoined  upon  her,  on  no  con- 
sideration to  expose  herself  by  returning  home.  The  conflict  of  feel- 
ing was  severe.  She  felt  the  obligation  to  yield  implicitly  to  her 
father's  wishes ;  and  yet  her  home  affections  were  so  strong,  that  she 
was  ready  to  decide  disobedience  in  such  a  case  to  be  justifiable. 
Her  feelings  seemed  to  recoil,  at  what  appeared  to  her,  the  selfish- 
ness of  not  sharing  the  burden  of  anxiety  and  sorrow  Avith  her  moth- 
er." Again,  she  says,  the  deceased  made  upon  her  the  impression 
"  of  a  well  developed  and  uniformly  consistent  character — such  an 
one  as  performs  the  various  duties  of  life  cheerfully  and  well,  entwin- 
ing itself  closely  about  the  hearts  of  friends." 


LETTER  C. 

I  am  happy  in  being  enabled  to  add  in  this  connection  the  views 
entertained  by  one,  concerning  the  deceased,  who  had  the  amplest 
opportunities  for  observation  and  is  much  better  qualified  than  the 
sjieaker,  to  form  a  just  estimate.  They  are  contained  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  from  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Eddy  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  (for- 
merly Miss  Whitman,)  a  teacher  for  many  years  in  the  Mount  Holy- 
oke  Female  Seminary,  and  Miss  Lyon's  successor  as  principal. 
"  Dear  Mrs.  Brewster  was  to  me  a  friend  tenderly  loved  and  very 
highly  valued.  During  five  or  six  years,  I  was  very  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  her,  and  she  was  truly  lovely  in  all  the  relations  she  sus- 
tained ;  and  faithful,  prompt  and  energetic  in  the  performance  of  her 
duties.  She  commended  herself  to  the  warm  affections  of  all  who 
came  mthin  her  influence.  With  her  bereaved  friends  I  do  most 
truly  sj'mpathize,  and  mourn  that  her  sun  has  thus  early  declined.  I 
have  loved  to  think  of  her  as  joining  that  sainted  band  above,  who 
have  loved  on  earth  to  mingle  their  prayers  and  praises.  There  is 
her  dear  Miss  Lyon,  Miss  Curtis,  Miss  Hubbell,  Marie  F.  Browne  ;  to- 
gether, I  doubt  not,  they  bow  before  that  Redeemer  they  lo\ed  and 
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served  below.  My  heart  can  readily  respond  to  the  mingled  grief  and 
affliction  of  her  friends,  and  say,  Aer  memory  is  'precious.  It  washer 
symmetry  of  character  that  gave  her  her  loveliness.  The  little  things 
which  make  others  happy  were  not  overlooked  by  her,  and  the  little 
defects  which  spoil  a  character  were  carefully  guarded  and  overcome. 
"Well  may  her  friends  mourn  her  early  departure,  for  rarely,  as  a 
daughter,  a  pupil,  a  teacher,  a  wife,  and  a  mother,  will  one  be  found 
more  lovely  and  efficient." 
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